Egan, R. B., Hesychios on " kadmos" [Greek]: Some Corroboration , Glotta, 52 (1974) p.217

217

Hesyehios on xaduog: Some Corroboration

By R.B. Ecax, Los Angeles

Hesychios’ gloss on xaduoc reads dogv: Aogpog: domic: Konres.
On the basis of this gloss etymologists and lexicographers have
made associations between xaduoc and various other Greek or non-
Greek words!), yet there is no other place in Greek where a common
noun xaduog or the proper noun Kdduos are explicitly attested with
such a meaning. There might, however, be some indirect cor-
roboration for it discernible in Konon, Dtegeseis 37, where the
following is written in connection with the legend of Kadmos and
the Spartoi at Thebes. t@v 0é Bowwtdv eic udyny avroic ovpniaxévrwy
nrrdvrar Doivixes: elra xparotow évédpais xal mpoloyiopoic xai Tij
ander T@w GnAwv Ower: xpdvos yap xai domic ofmw voic Eidnow
dyvworo. xal xparei Kdduoc tijc Bowwtdy yijc, xai quydvtwy Tdw
draocwdévrwy éni tac oixelas modeis oixiler Polvixas év Onfais xai T
Apews xai Appodirne Aguoviay yauei. Bowwtoic 8¢ moog tny Exminbw
@Y Smhwy xal T@v mooloyioudy xai tijc évédpag 6ka magéaTn avrois
dndowg dvetvar Tiw iy Tovs dvdoas, xai Zmagrovs ¢ éx o ywplov
@vrag adrods éxdlecar?). F.Vian has remarked on this passage:
“Enfin Cadmos est, & Thébes, associé aux guerriers spartes; et
detail curieux qui n’est peut-étre pas sans valeur, Conon (Chap. 37)
précise dans sa version historicisée qu’il a triomphé des indigénes
grice & des armes qui leur étaient inconnues, le xpdvog et Véonic,
c’est-a-dire les piéces de larmure qui constituent le cadmos
cretois?).

There are several factors to be considered which can support
and elucidate the connection which Vian has adumbrated. For one
thing, while the Spartoi are generally referred to as being armed
men, this is the only version in which they are allied with Kadmos,
in which they are identical with his Phoenician companions, and
in which their armor is stated to contribute to the defeat of the
Boeotians. The reason for these unique details might well be that

1) See H. Frisk, Griechisches etymologisches Worterbuch, 1 (Heidelberg,
1960), 811f. (under xéxacuas): F.Vian, Les origines de Thdbes. Cadmos et les
Spartes, (Paris, 1963), 156f.: M. Astour, Hellenosemitica, (Leiden, 1985),
147/148, note 1.

%) Ed. F. Jacoby, FGrH, 1, p. 203.

3) Les origines de Thébes, 155.
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the story involved an intentional etymological connection between
the armor of the Spartoi and Kadmos’ name which means
“armor”’. The words xai xparei Kdduos are reiterative, almost
redundant, after the earlier ¢ira »parovow, and are therefore note-
worthy in an epitome?) which is characterized by economy of
phrasing. Following as they do immediately after the statement
about the armor, the words can plausibly be regarded as containing
a play on the meaning of the word xaduoc. (Cf. e.g. Konon,
Diegeseis 48, where there is a punning connection between the
name of Rome, the noun gwun and the noun xgdrog). The con-
nection is of course no more than implicit in our text although
it may have been more clearly presented in the unepitomized
version.

The likelihood of this story containing an etymological aition is
enhanced when it is realized that such aitia for proper nouns occur
elsewhere in the Diegeseis and that they are often left implicit
rather than being fully elaborated. There is in fact another such
etymology — for Znagrol — in this same passage. Others occur in
Diegeseis 12 (Aithilla), 19 (Arneios), 26 (Aletes), 33 (Branchos,
Philesios), 35 (Gypaieus), 39 (Melanaigis, Apatourios), 46 (Rome),
49 (Anaphe).

Quaestio Prosodiae

By D. E. Hrt, Cardiff (Wales)

[This article was written and accepted for publication before the
appearance of Professor W. S. Allen’s magisterial study, Accent and
Rhythm (Cambridge, 1973). His book renders much of the detail of
this article redundant and persuades me that some of it is erroneous.
I venture, however, to persist in my main thesis that there are im-
portant features of the practice of ancient poets from Homeric times
that can be explained only in terms of the traditional rules for
quantity, though it must now be conceded that there is much that
can be explained only in terms of Professor Allen’s formulations.
I conclude, accordingly, that in the one case we are dealing with

%) The Diegeseis are extant only in epitome in the Bibliotheca of Photius
(cod. 186).
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